
Where to now for CCS in the Netherlands? 

by Tom Mikunda, TNO, 3rd July 2017. 
Last week, through a ministerial brief to the second chamber of the Dutch Parliament, it was made 

public that UNIPER and ENGIE intend to withdraw from the ROAD CCS Project, with the decision 

becoming effective on the 15th of September of this year. ROAD, which was originally planned to 

start operation by 2015, would have demonstrated a technology that is considered to be a key 

contributor to meeting global CO2 reduction targets. Despite this bad news, there could be reasons 

to remain optimistic about the future of CCS in the Netherlands, with broad political support 

remaining for realizing the technology, particularly in industrial sectors. CATO has spoken with Dr. 

Andy Read, Capture Director of the ROAD Project, to understand more about the decisions made by 

the parent companies, and to learn about possible plans to try and push forward with the original 

transport and storage components of the project.        

“It is extremely disappointing, but I believe the lack of a sustainable business case for CCS in the power 

sector, coupled with the political uncertainty regarding the future for coal has forced the parent 

companies to make this decision”, said Read. The ‘Second Rutte Cabinet’ had delayed a decision on 

phasing out coal in the Netherlands until the formation of a new government after the Dutch general 

election in March 2017. It is thought that UNIPER and ENGIE had sought clarity from the previous 

government regarding whether coal-fired power stations equipped with CO2 capture would be treated 

differently with regards to such a phase-out, however an answer was not forthcoming. “Despite 

evidence suggesting that the early closure of the new coal-fired plants will not lead to cost-effective 

emissions reductions, the general attitude against coal continues to gain momentum across Europe”, 

said Read, “the risks of investing in capture are probably too great”. 

Regardless of this decision, Dr. Read continues to believe in the technical feasibility of all aspects of 

the project, which would have captured over 1 megatonne of CO2 per year, storing it under the North 

Sea in a depleted gas field. “We could have built and operated it - there were a few technical 

challenges remaining on the capture side – but these were solvable, it was mainly optimisation”. 

Indeed, full-chain CCS projects have been built in the United States, with the Boundary Dam and Petra 

Nova projects operating successfully. “The work completed within CATO and European research 

projects has been essential in de-risking major challenges within the project, but the economics and 

financial risks remain the hard parts”, said Read regretfully.  

Positively, in the same ministerial brief that announced the withdrawal of the parent companies from 

ROAD, the Minister of Economic Affairs, Henk Kamp, stated that the efforts to realise the 

demonstration of one or more large scale CCS plants in the Netherlands will continue. “The knowledge 

built up within ROAD, and by the broader research community, should not got to waste – CCS is still 

one of the primary routes to decarbonize the Port of Rotterdam”, Read said.  

It is understood that there are formal discussions being led by the Port of Rotterdam Authority with 

industrial stakeholders in the region to establish possible alternative CCS projects, which could 

continue to use the transport and storage plans of the original ROAD project. “There is currently an 

uncertain situation regarding the availability of the original European and Dutch grants for ROAD1, and 

whether any of this [money] would be made available for alternative projects”, said Read. Of course, 

should this be the case, the development of CO2 transport and storage infrastructure would be greatly 

                                                           
1 Worth approximately €300 million in total 



helped. “Now that coal has been taken out the picture, I hope that CCS can move forward more quickly 

in the Netherlands with much wider public and political support”.  

Andy Read expressed hope that ROAD can still make an impact on the development on CCS in Europe, 

and that the project can continue in some shape or form. Through this short interview, he also wanted 

to thank the CATO CCS research community for all the knowledge developed in recent years, and to 

encourage the community not to give up on a technology that is so vitally needed.  

 

 

  

 

  

 


